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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



April, 



. . . The Austrian group of the Interparliamentary 
Peace Union has been increased by thirty-three new 
members from the two Houses of Parliament, and now 
has a membership of one hundred and sixty-five. 

... At the banquet of the French Arbitration Society 
on the 22d of February, a marble bust of himself was 
presented to Frederic Passy by his friends throughout 
France. The bust was executed by Madame Elisa Bloch, 
and the funds were furnished by Mr. Ansbert Labbe, 
whose service in having painted and presented to the 
Czar of Russia the great picture entitled "ies Grands 
Artisans de V Arbitrage et de la Paix" is well known. 

. . . Leslie's Weekly for March 5, in a strong editorial 
on " The Worship of War," says that " It would be im- 
possible to conceive a much thinner or more miserable 
pretext for the bombardment of the Venezuelan fort at 
San Carlos than that given in the German parliament by 
Count Von Biilow, who, when pressed to give an ex- 
planation of it, replied that it was necessary to preserve 
German prestige." Von Billow's reason differs from 
those in other countries in support of the national war 
worship chiefly only in being more honest. 

... Of the $753,484,018 appropriated at the last 
session of Congress, $307,704,309 was for past war 
expenses and military preparations for the future. Only 
$2,000,000 are given annually for our diplomatic and 
consular advice, $6,000,000 for the promotion of agri- 
culture, and the entire educational expenses of all the 
States of the Union amount to but $200,000,000. 

. . . An international sanitary congress, similar to 
those held during the past twenty-five years, is to be 
held at Bradford, England, from July 7 to 11 this sum- 
mer. The United States has been invited to send 
representatives. 

. . . Spain having signed a protocol for the appoint- 
ment of a mixed commission, with an umpire to be 
named by Mexico, to adjust the claims of Spanish 
citizens against Venezuela, Denmark is the only remain- 
ing nation having claims which has not provided the 
machinery for their adjustment. It is said that the nine 
nations outside the blockading alliance will present a 
solid front at The Hague against any preferential treat- 
ment in the payment of the three blockading powers. 

. . . Carl Schurz declares that a war between the 
United States and Germany " would not only be crim- 
inal, but idiotic, an absurd atrocity, a murderous non- 
sense." Why could not the same thing be said with 
equal justice of a war between any other two of the 
civilized nations ? 

. . . President Roosevelt has extended for six months 
from March 2 the life of the Spanish Treaty Claims 
Commission, which met first in April, 1901, and has since 
been examining claims growing out of the Spanish- 
American War. 

. . . Communications are being exchanged for the 
establishment of a parcels post between Great Britain 
and the United States. Great Britain has long desired 
such a post, but it was only recently that our government 
was ready to entertain the idea. Give us a parcels post 
quickly, with just as little negotiations as posssble. 



Whence? 

BY EDWIN ARNOLD BBBNHOLTZ. 

Whence cometh Love but from the source ? 
'Twixt fount and ocean no divorce, 
Here or through all eternity. 

Thine act betrays thy hidden thought; 
Without the thought no deed is wrought, 
Hath been, yea, cannot ever be. 

Vain, then, are all our cries of Peace 
While each sun sees the vast increase 
Of Greed and Hate and Lust; 

And armaments piled mountain high, — 
From them be sure sweet Peace must fly. 
Oh, hasten! grind them into dust; 

And make the man of blood abhor'd ; 
Now be the God of Peace adored, 
And Love shall have his way; — 

Aye, come with a resistless rush, 
And Peace, too, in the tranquil hush 
Which follows Love's kind sway! 



The Church and Present Day Ethics. 

BY MARY 8. ROBINSON. 

Estimates, valuations of the Christian church, vary 
among its differing divisions. The ritualistic branches, 
modern and ancient, regard themselves each as the one 
true representation of the earthly-heavenly society, and 
lay claim to a divine authority, a divine indwelling, each 
for itself. Tradition, councils, the dicta of high function- 
aries, to the ritualists, are the voice of the Supreme Sov- 
ereign uttered through these media. The non-ritualistic 
divisions are less pretentious in their claims ; yet, as a 
rule, they hold that the church general is the depository 
of spiritual truth, the authoritative teacher of theoretical 
and of practical religion. The more liberal, so-called, 
define the church as simply a body — not the sum total 
— of believers in spiritual truth ; a body of men and 
women seeking spiritual life and ethical soundness. This 
valuation is credible by reason of the moderation of its 
claim. It is also supported to a degree by the historical 
record. 

A valid statement of fact underlies the couplet which 
avers that when a church is built, the Evil One builds an 
adjacent chapel. Humanity ascends by spiral lines. 
Aggression, retrogression, action, reaction are the methods 
of its advance. We have to concede that the darkest 
crimes ever committed lie at the doors of the so-called 
children of light. A haughty ecclesiasticism, the corrup- 
tion of spiritual guides have produced long periods of 
debasement in the church general, and have befouled 
its records with every iniquity possible to man. Even in 
the present, vast areas of the Christian church are in the 
darkness of obscurantism, the depths of immorality ; and 
in the present, as in the past, great numbers of persons 
spiritually minded and perceptive of the higher ethic, are 
outside of the ecclesiastical pale. Hence, by the logic of 
facts, the church is compelled to concede its fallibility ; 
its subjection, in common with society at large, to the 
gradual, aggressive and retrogressive processes of our 
common mental, moral and spiritual existence. 



